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                      ASCOconnection.org features blogs from members, the online version of the membership magazine, a discussion area, working groups, and links to the Membership Directory, Career Center, and Volunteer Portal.
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                      ASCO Daily News is the official conference reporter for ASCO meetings and symposia, providing high-quality, unbiased research summaries and oncology news to members and oncology health care providers.
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                      ASCO’s growing roster of cutting-edge journals serves readers as the most credible, authoritative, peer-reviewed resources for significant clinical oncology research and research that informs the delivery of efficient, high-quality cancer care across the globe.
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                      ASCO Practice Central helps oncology professionals navigate a complicated and ever-changing practice environment—while providing high-quality patient care.
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                      Stay updated on the latest oncology has to offer with ASCO Education—your online, on-demand resource for timely information, real-world application, and practice-changing care.
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                      A cutting-edge health information technology platform, CancerLinQ® enables practitioners to learn from individual patients. By assembling vast amounts of usable, searchable, real-world data, CancerLinQ seeks to improve the quality and value of cancer care.
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                      Cancer.Net brings the expertise and resources of ASCO to people living with cancer and those who care for and about them to help patients and families make informed health care decisions.
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                      Conquer Cancer, the ASCO Foundation, raises funds to support the world's leading researchers who are improving treatments and discovering cures for every cancer, every patient, everywhere.
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                      ASCO’s Targeted Agent and Profiling Utilization Registry (TAPUR) Study is a non-randomized clinical trial aiming to describe the performance of commercially available, targeted anticancer drugs prescribed for treatment of patients with advanced cancer with a potentially actionable genomic variant.
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                      The ASCO Post, in partnership with the American Society of Clinical Oncology, communicates news of the highest quality multidisciplinary cancer care to a broad audience of oncology professionals and members.
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ASCO in Action provides the latest news and analysis related to critical policy issues affecting the cancer community, updates on the Association for Clinical Oncology’s ongoing advocacy efforts, and opportunities for members and others in the cancer care community to take action.

To sign up for advocacy alerts, log in to ASCO.org with your member or guest account, and visit the subscription center available under your account profile.
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          April 9, 2024
  
  
          CMS Finalizes Rules Codifying More Prescription Drugs as Essential Health Benefits, Improving Health Equity, Addressing Biosimilar Substitutions  
  
          The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services released the 2025 Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters final rule and the 2025 Medicare Advantage and Part D final rule. The Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) submitted comments on the proposed versions of both rules. Summaries of the final rules, highlighting provisions ASCO commented on, are included here.  
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          April 9, 2024
  
  
          States Leading on Prior Authorization Reform  
  
          State governments are increasingly considering legislation to streamline prior authorizations processes, which Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) members say delay patient care, adversely affect cancer care outcomes, and divert providers from patient care. States have regulatory authority over fully insured health benefit plans (group and individual plans) and health benefit plans administered by the state itself (Medicaid and state employee benefit plans). This means that state governments can impact plan design through either legislation or regulatory action, and during the past decade, a majority of states have been working to leverage that impact to reform prior authorization.
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          April 9, 2024
  
  
          ASCO Advocacy Summit Week of Action is April 15-19; Contact Lawmakers Regarding Cancer Care and Research Priorities   
  
          The Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) is holding its annual Advocacy Summit Week of Action from April 15-19, during which ASCO members are encouraged to connect with their Members of Congress about policies and legislation that impact cancer care and research. Participants may visit the ACT Network to contact their lawmakers and urge them to take action on priority issues.
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          March 28, 2024
  
  
          Cancer Care Providers Applaud Final Rule to Strengthen Health Insurance Standards  
  
          Today the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of Labor and the Treasury Department finalized a rule regulating the availability of short-term limited duration insurance (STLDI) plans. The rule would restrict the availability of these plans to no more than four months.
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          March 26, 2024
  
  
          New ASCO Guideline Recommendations Answer Key Questions About Vaccinating Adults with Cancer  
  
          The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) issued a new Clinical Practice Guideline, “Vaccination of Adults with Cancer,” which recommends several vaccinations (e.g., seasonal, herpes zoster, HPV, and others) for adult patients with solid or hematologic malignancies because of their heightened infection risks from vaccine-preventable illnesses. The guideline covers the essential questions of which vaccines to give, to whom, when, and which ones to avoid due to potential risks.
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          March 26, 2024
  
  
          Practices, Providers Face Uncertainty Following Change Healthcare Ransomware Attack  
  
          Change Healthcare, a healthcare technology company that is a business unit of Optum and owned by UnitedHealth Group, fell victim to a cyberattack on February 21, 2024. Regular updates on the situation are available for impacted customers on Optum’s website. The American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) is assessing the oncology-specific impact of the attack and will keep its members up to date.
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          March 22, 2024
  
  
          MIPS Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances Exception Application Reopened Following Change Healthcare Cyberattack  
  
          The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) reopened the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) Extreme and Uncontrollable Circumstances (EUC) Exception Application for 2023 due to the Change Healthcare cyberattack. Clinicians who have not yet submitted their 2023 MIPS data to CMS, can submit hardship exemption requests for one or more performance categories until April 15, 2024, at 8 p.m. ET.

 


  
  
          
  
  

  
      
          March 22, 2024
  
  
          Congress to Finalize Cancer Research Funding Levels for FY 2024  
  
          Congress passed a spending package March 23, 2024, that funds the federal government, including the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and National Cancer Institute (NCI), through September 30— the end of the 2024 Fiscal Year.
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          March 18, 2024
  
  
          2024 Medicare Provider Conversion Factor Updated to Reflect Federal Spending Legislation  
  
          President Biden signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2024, which included a +1.68% adjustment to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS) conversion factor (CF) for the remainder of  calendar year (CY) 2024. This increase results in a 1.68% reduction to the 3.37% CF cut finalized in the 2024 MPFS final Rule. The Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) advocated for Congress to address the full 3.37% Medicare physician reimbursement cut, and while ASCO appreciates congressional action, the Association is disappointed that Congress failed to eliminate the entire reimbursement cut.
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          March 18, 2024
  
  
          ASCO Supports Health Workforce Well-being Day of Awareness and Reauthorization of Dr. Lorna Breen Act  
  
          The Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) and other health care organizations are recognizing the proposed Health Workforce Well-Being Day of Awareness and calling on Congress to reauthorize the Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act.
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          March 14, 2024
  
  
          New ASCO Policy Statement Calls for Global Equity in Cancer Clinical Trials  
  
          A new ASCO policy statement is emphasizing the urgent need for global equity in clinical trials. The statement, which published March 14, 2024, in JCO Global Oncology, explains how global equity can be advanced by diversifying trial representation, increasing access to resources, and strengthening research capacity on a global scale.
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          March 12, 2024
  
  
          ASCO Pleased to See Cancer Research Prioritized in President Biden’s 2025 Budget  
  
          President Biden unveiled his proposed Fiscal Year 2025 federal budget on March 11 that prioritizes cancer research and strengthens the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) ability to tackle potential disruptions and shortages of vital medicines, including those for cancer.
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          March 12, 2024
  
  
          U.S. Supreme Court Weighing Federal Agencies’ Authority in Three Cases with Broad Health Care Implications  
  
          The Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) is closely following cases before the United States Supreme Court that have the potential to significantly impact the delivery of cancer care in the U.S. by reshaping the authority of the federal agencies that regulate health care in the country. The Court is expected to issue rulings in these cases before its current session ends in June 2024.


  
  
          Advocacy  CMS  FDA
  
  

  
      
          March 11, 2024
  
  
          ASCO Commends President Biden for Prioritizing Cancer Research in State of the Union Speech  
  
          In his last State of the Union address this term, President Joe Biden emphasized critical policy priorities that the Association for Clinical Oncology (ASCO) continues to advocate for on behalf of oncologists, their teams, and the profession.
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          March 11, 2024
  
  
          Congress Passes Partial Funding Package for FY24  
  
          Congress passed a six-part spending bill on March 8, 2024, that funds several government agencies, including the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), through Sept. 30, 2024—the end of the fiscal year.
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